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From the Editors ...
by Kathryn L. Roberts, Ph.D. and Poonam Arya, Ph.D.
After a long winter, when spring finally makes it to
Michigan, it feels like a new start. The winter that had
become monotonous gives way to a world blooming
(literally and figuratively) with new opportunities. In
this issue of the journal, we take a look at the many
ways literacy springs to life, going well beyond just
words on a page, giving students opportunities to
live their literate lives in a variety of new ways. As we
prepared this issue, reading about the lived experiences
of teachers and learners in a variety of settings as they
engaged in innovative literate practices felt a bit like
those first warm days of spring. We were filled with
optimism thinking about the potential for innovative
literacy teaching and learning.

Kathryn L.
Roberts, Ph.D.

Poonam Arya, Ph.D.

New literacies, which we focus on in this issue, are sometimes thought of narrowly as digital or computer
literacies, but that only encompasses a fraction of the ground they cover. New literacies expand our
understanding of systems of communication and expression, including, but certainly not limited to,
facility with digital technologies (internet, programs, applications, etc.), as well as visual, oral and aural,
and perhaps most importantly multi-modal modes of communication and expression. We live in a world
with expanding opportunities for literacy. In this issue we share several ways in which we can help learners,
in and outside of classrooms, to experience the wide range of literacies our world has to offer.
In this issue, we have included three Bridging Research and Practice articles. The first one is by Dr. Jenifer
Jasinski Schneider (University of South Florida) and Kent Smith (Director of Technology at Academy
of the Holy Names, Tampa) about the tensions schools face as they attempt to support the long-term
goals of access, competence, and skills required for 21st century literacies; the second is by Earl Aguilera
(doctoral student, Arizona State University) regarding what children's picturebook apps can teach us
about applying research-based literacy strategies in the classroom; and the third one by Drs. Rebecca
Norman and Janine Bixler (Mount Saint Mary College) is on engaging learners in multimodal literacy
opportunities to support their writing and meaning making. For the Voices from the Region section, we
have an article on the development of a university-based literacy center to engage community partners
and support literacy locally and beyond by Drs. Betsy VanDeusen and Meghan Block (Central Michigan
University), as well as tips on how to use a daily visual journal to improve students' literacy skills by Kelly
Darke (Mindful Art Center, Livonia). For the popular Critical Issues section, we have a piece on how
educators can critically connect literacy and literacy learning to artistic assets in the community by Dr.
Emery Petchauer (Michigan State University). Additionally, we have an article by Dr. Troy Hicks (Central
Michigan University) in which he encourages readers to have a more robust definition of new literacies or
digital literacies and shares the Michigan Integrated Technology Competencies for Students as a resource
towards having a more interdisciplinary view of digital literacy. In this issue, we also provide reviews
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of two professional texts for teachers in a column titled, Professional Books of Interest by Drs. Meghan
Block (Central Michigan University) and Tanya Christ (Oakland University). Finally, we have included a
section entitled A Closer Look: Children's and Young Adult Literature led by Dr. Kristin Mcllhagga (Oakland
University) that includes reviews of children's books.
We were thrilled to see so many of you at the MRA conference this March, and loved learning from and
alongside you. If you presented this year, we encourage you to put your presentation into article form and
share it with a wider audience. The call for articles can be found at the end of this issue. We also encourage
our readers to read updates and information about the journal by liking the Michigan Reading Association
page on Facebook, following @michiganreading on Twitter, and searching and following Michigan Reading
Association on Pinterest. Also, we hope to see you at the Summer Literature Conference on August 1-2,
2018 at Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire, Michigan. The conference theme is Sparking a Love ofLiteracy.
Our journal email address is mrj@wayne.edu. We invite you to join the conversation by contributing to
MRJ. Please email article submissions that are appropriate for any of the sections in our journal to our
email address. We look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks to our Wayne State University editorial team of Angela Harris and Sarah Schrag, who have
done a fantastic job of supporting the work for this issue. We would also like to thank Laura Guzman and
Charissa Elmer from the Michigan Reading Association office; our MRA president, Elizabeth Haan Gates;
and the MRA board for all of their hard work.
We hope that you enjoy this issue of MRJ, and that you will co.!ltinue to tell your friends and colleagues
about us.
Happy Reading!

Kathryn L. Roberts and Poonam Arya
Eo9096@wayne.edu
parya@wayne.edu
Co-Editors, Michigan Reading journal
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